
PSEO Information Meeting
Shakopee High School



Is PSEO right for 
you?

Successful PSEO students…

● Communicate well
● Check their emails
● Advocate
● Manage time effectively
● Work independently
● Self-start
● Stay connected to SHS (check 

emails, watch announcements…)



PROS & CONS of PSEO

Fewer electives taken
Transportation

Safety net

Variety of courses
Flexible schedule
Free

Loss of high school 
Experience

Students treated as college 
student

Challenging 
coursework

PROS CONS



Earning College Credit in High School

CIS Dual 
Enrollment AP Articulated 

Credit PSEO

Classes available at 
SHS X X X X

Classes offered on 
college campus X

Guaranteed college 
credit X X X

Free for students X X X*

Classes offered 
online X X X

*Fees will apply if: a course requires equipment that a student will keep (i.e. tools); a courseʼs supplemental fee is greater than $85;  the course is 
a developmental course



PSEO students are still High School students

● You must fulfill your high school graduation requirements 
including Program of Study

● Credits transfer  2 PSEO credits = 1 SHS credit

● We recommend aiming to complete the equivalent of 16 high school 
credits per year/8 credits per semester



PSEO students are still High School students

● For the Class of 2025
○ PSEO grades will be weighted if we offer a comparable course 

that is weight at SHS
○ Comparable course will only be weighted one time

● For the Class of 2026 & beyond
○ PSEO grades will be weighted if the same exact course is offered 

and weighted at Shakopee High School



PSEO students are still High School students

● Some high school requirements can be fulfilled with college 
courses
○ BIOL 1501 Principles of Biology = Biology credit
○ BIOL 1102 Human Biology ≠ Biology credit
○ Substitutions for required high school credits should be approved 

by your School Counselor

● Your Program of Study needs to be completed at Shakopee High 
School



At Normandale
ENGC 1101:

College Writing
4 credits

At SHS
2 English credits



At University of 
MN

CEGE 1501:
Environmental 

Issues Solutions
4 credits

At SHS
2 credits
Elective



PSEO students are still High School students

● PSEO courses are available to 10th, 11th, & 12th graders

● Courses for 10th graders are limited to CTE classes
○ 10th grade students can take only 1 course during their 1st 

semester



Things to consider
 Full-time vs. Part-time
 Schedules
 Transferability of credits
 Credit limits



Full-time vs. Part-time

● Students are considered full-time PSEO students if they take 100% 
of their schedule through the PSEO institution

● Students are considered part-time PSEO students if they take some 
courses through both the PSEO institution and SHS
○ Part-time students need to have at least 1 block dedicated to PSEO in their 

schedule per quarter
○ Students cannot be scheduled for in-person or synchronous classes at the 

same time. They must create schedules that allow them to attend all classes 
with required attendance and allow for travel time if needed. 

○ Part-time schedules are more complicated, but can work!



Part-time Schedule Examples



Schedules

AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE

Q1
9/6-11/11

Q2
11/14-1/27

Q2 Q3
1/30-3/31

Q4
4/10-6/8

Semester 1
8/22-12/16

Semester 2
1/9-5/15

Semester 2
1/9-5/15

Schedules do NOT align. This is particularly important if you are starting 
PSEO mid-year or are a part-time student!



Transferring Credits

● Many students use PSEO primarily to earn college 
credits and intend to transfer those credits to their 
college of choice after high school
○ Not all credits will transfer seamlessly between colleges
○ Transferology.com and college academic advisors can help 

you determine if/how credits will transfer
○ Contact your future college to ask about their transfer 

policies.
○ The MN Transfer Curriculum makes transferring credits 

within the MnSCU system easy



Credit Limits

● Students cannot take more than 18 credits per 
semester from a single college (dual enrollment + 
PSEO) or 22 credits total from multiple colleges without 
approval.

● Part-time PSEO students need to be aware of what dual 
enrollment credits they may be earning



PSEO Application Process



Applying for PSEO 

1

Attend/View PSEO 
information session

If you’re reading this, 
you are fulfilling this 

step

Choose PSEO 
institution

Be sure to review 
requirements to 
make sure you 

qualify

2
Submit required 

materials

NOSR (to counselor)
PSEO contract

PSEO application

3
Follow directions 

from PSEO 
institution

Be sure to check and 
read your emails 

carefully for 
important deadlines 

& directions

4



Choose PSEO Institution2

● Students can choose any participating school
○ Normandale Community College is the most popular school 

for SHS students

● Students are responsible for making sure they meet eligibility 
criteria and application deadlines

https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/ccs/pseo/elig/040787


Normandale Community College

SENIORS

● GPA 2.5 + 
○ students with a GPA below 2.6 will need to demonstrate college-level 

reading by submitting  ACT, SAT, or MCA score
● Top ½ of class 
● 50th percentile or higher on a nationally normed test

JUNIORS

● GPA 3.0 +
● Top ⅓ of class 
● 70th percentile or higher on a nationally normed test

Choose PSEO Institution2



Choose PSEO Institution

University of MN Twin Cities

● Minimum GPA 3.6* unweighted for general PSEO program (average GPA of 
admitted students is 3.94)
○ Minimum 2.0 GPA for American Indian Studies or School of Music 

options

● Feb 15, 2024 Application Opens
● April 15, 2024 Application deadline
● May 22, 2024 Decisions sent

2



Submit Required Materials3

1. Notice of Student Registration
○ Students complete section 1 and email/deliver it to their 

school counselor
○ Submit 1 form for every school to which you are applying
○ Your counselor will return the form to you completed, you will 

submit this form and your transcript (found in Infinite 
Campus) to the college youʼre applying to

2. Shakopee High School PSEO Contract
○ Google form 

3. PSEO institution application
○ Applications are found on the collegeʼs website

4. Additional materials as needed



Follow Directions from PSEO 4

● Check and read your emails
○ Colleges will email you decisions and directions for next steps
○ Typical next steps include orientation, option to meet with an advisor, 

information on registering for classes, how to set up email

● Shakopee School Counselors are experts in high school 
graduation requirements, your credits, and our school. 

● College Advisors are experts on the registration process at 
their school, their college courses, transferability of college 
courses **We highly recommend meeting with an academic 
advisor at the college level**



Registering for classes



Registering for Classes

● Students MUST complete the high school course registration process for 
next year

● Students MUST have all materials submitted by 5/30/24 if they plan to 
participate in PSEO for the 2024-25 school year (MN Statute 124D.09)



Registering for Classes

● The Shakopee High School schedule for the following year is not 
finalized until August, so we do not know which classes will be offered 
or what times classes will be offered until summer
○ Students should do their best to select courses that they think will work

● Once students have registered for college courses, they should send a 
copy of their schedule to their School Counselor.  
○ In August, we will work to arrange their high school schedule around their college 

schedule the best we can. There is no guarantee this will work and sometimes 
difficult decisions need to be made. 



Learn More



Upcoming PSEO Information Sessions

Normandale Community College

Feb 20, 2024
4:00-5:00

More details at Normandaleʼs PSEO 
website

University of Minnesota Twin 
Cities

Feb. 21, 2024
5:30-6:30

March 27, 2024
5:30-6:30

More details at UMN-TCʼs PSEO website



Follow-up PSEO Help Sessions



Follow-up PSEO Help Sessions with 
Shakopee Counselors

Friday, February 9

10:30-11:30

Upper Commons

Thursday, February 29

1:30 - 2:30

Upper Commons

Sessions are for students only

Sign-up to attend
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2 3



Questions?


